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General Government Committee 
Agenda 

February 26, 2025 
 8:30 AM 

 
119 W FIRST STREET  
CLE ELUM, WA 98922 

MAYOR 
MATTHEW LUNDH 

 
MAYOR PRO TEM 
STEVEN HARPER 

 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

COMMITTEE 
STEVEN HARPER  

JERRED WIES 
BETH WILLIAMS 

 
CITY ATTORNEY 

ALEXANDRA KENYON  

  
Join Virtually with Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/7573184018?pwd=dERndjBJVC9GdVQ1d2ISRExwZFhXZz09 

Meeting ID: 757 318 4018 Passcode: 98922 
 

Join by Phone: 1-(253)215-8782, Meeting ID: 757 318 4018, Passcode:98922 

 
Receive city text alert notifications: text CLEELUM to 91896 

DISCLAIMER:  The City does not guarantee that virtual or telephonic access to the City Council meeting will be 
available and the City does not warrant audio quality.  Attendees are encouraged to attend in-person. 

 
  
1.  Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 
2.  Elect Chair Person 
3.  Unfinished Business 
4.  New Business 
 a.  November 27, 2024, General Government Meeting Minutes 
 b.  CEMC Title 5 Business Licenses, Taxes and Regulations 
 c.  CEMC Title 6 Animals 
5.  Other Committee Comments 
6.  Adjourn 

 
Upcoming Meetings: 
Coal Mines Trail Commission Meeting: March 3, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Planning Commission Meeting: March 4, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Public Works & Community Development Committee Meeting: March 5, 2025 @ 12:00 p.m. 
Regular Council Meeting: March 11, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Lodging Tax & Events Committee Meeting: March 12, 2025 @ 8:30 a.m. 
Historic Preservation Commission Meeting: March 18, 2025 @ 3:00 p.m. 
Public Safety & Health Committee Meeting: March 19, 2025 @ 12:00 p.m. 
General Government Committee Meeting: March 26, 2025 @ 8:30 a.m. 
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CLE ELUM GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE 
MINUTES   

NOVEMBER 27, 2024   
8:30 AM 

119 W FIRST STREET 
CLE ELUM, WA 98922  

  
1.  Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance 

 Steven Harper - present 
Jerred Weis - present 
Beth Williams - absent 
 
Rob Omans - City Administrator 
Debbie Lee - Clerk  

2.  Unfinished Business 

 
 

 a.  Cle Elum Municipal Code Review - CEMC Title 3 Revenue & Finance 

  Committee chair Harper stated that he would have the edited version of Title 3 in word form 
by the next meeting for the Committee to review. 

 b.  Senior Center Contract  

  City Administrator Rob Omans will revise the highlighted areas and include the annual 
contribution amount of $10,000.00 to the Senior Center. 

3.  New Business 

 
 

 a.  October 23, 2024, General Government Meeting Minutes  

  MOTION: Committee Member Weis made a motion to approve the General 
Government Committee Meeting minutes dated October 23, 2024; seconded by 
Committee Member Harper. 
MOTION CARRIED: 2 yes 0 no. 

 b.  CEMC Title 5 Business Licenses, Taxes and Regulations 

  The committee will work on this after Title 3 is completed. 

 c.  CEMC Title 6 Animals 

  The committee will work on this after Title 3 is completed. 

 d.  Planning Technician Job Description - Rob Omans City Administrator 
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  City Administrator Rob Omans stated that HLA looked at the proposed job description and 
was in support of the description. Rob Omans will also check to see if this would be a union 
required position or not.  
 
Discussion was had about the language of attending night meetings. The committee agreed 
that the language should state may also be required to attend night meetings. The committee 
also discussed code enforcement issues that arise. If the Planning Technician was to address 
code issues, this would come from the delegation of the City Planner and this could include 
conducting inspections. The committee wanted to strike the word entry level.  The salary is 
in line with similar current positions in the surrounding areas.  
 
The language below is what the committee would like these two paragraphs to state.  
 
The Planning Technician is a support position, assisting the Planning Department and the 
City’s customer service team. This role involves handling administrative and technical tasks 
related to land use, permitting, and licensing. Key duties include assisting property owners, 
design professionals, and developers with inquiries into land use, permitting, inspections, 
and code enforcement. 
  
Strong customer service and computer skills are essential, as the role requires working 
directly with the public in a fast-paced environment. Responsibilities include processing and 
reviewing permits, ensuring compliance with land use notifications, supporting 
professional-level tasks, attending some evening meetings, and serving as backup for front-
counter staff. 

4.  Other Committee Comments 

 Since the next General Government Meeting is scheduled for December 25, 2024, it will be 
canceled and the next regular General Government Committee will resume January 22, 2024, at 
8:30 a.m. 

5.  Adjourn 

 The General Government Committee Meeting was adjourned at 9:15 a.m. 

 

_________________________ 
Steven Harper, Chair 

_________________________ 
Debbie Lee, Clerk 
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Proposal for Amendments to Cle Elum Municipal Code Title 5

Prepared for: Cle Elum City Council
Date: 26 Feb 2025
Submitted by: Steven Harper

Introduction

This proposal outlines recommended amendments to Cle Elum Municipal Code (CEMC) Title 5 to improve clarity, 
efficiency, and enforcement of business regulations. The proposed changes specifically address business license 
exemptions, digital record-keeping for secondhand dealers, taxi service regulations, and adult entertainment 
establishment requirements.

1. Clarification of Business License Exemptions (Section 5.02.010)

Current Issue:

• Businesses generating ≤ $5,000 annually and lacking a physical location in the city are exempt from fees 
but still required to register.

• The timeframe for this threshold is not explicitly defined (e.g., calendar year vs. rolling 12-month period).

Proposed Amendment:

Modify the language to state:
“A business whose annual value of products, gross proceeds of sales, or gross income is $5,000 or less within a 
single calendar year (January 1 – December 31) and does not maintain a physical place of business in the city shall 
register but is exempt from the licensing fee.”

Additional Recommendation:

• Increase the revenue exemption threshold to $10,000 to reduce barriers for small and seasonal 
businesses.

Page 39 of 52



2

2. Digital Record-Keeping for Pawnbrokers & Secondhand Dealers (Section 5.16.020)

Current Issue:

• Pawnbrokers and secondhand dealers must maintain written records, which can be inefficient and 
susceptible to loss or damage.

• Law enforcement relies on timely access to transaction data to recover stolen property.

Proposed Amendment:

• Mandate the use of electronic record-keeping systems that: 

o Store transaction data securely for a minimum of 3 years.

o Automatically submit daily transaction reports to the Cle Elum Police Department.

o Allow real-time access for law enforcement investigations.

Implementation:

• Businesses may use an approved electronic tracking system (e.g., LeadsOnline) or a custom city-approved 
solution.

3. Modernization of Taxi Business Regulations (Section 5.20)

Current Issue:

• The current taxi ordinance was written in 1947 and does not address rideshare services (e.g., Uber, Lyft).

• Insurance minimums and background check standards are outdated.

Proposed Amendments:

1. Expand the definition of “for-hire vehicles” to include rideshare services.

2. Update insurance requirements: 

o Current: $5,000 liability minimum (outdated)

o Proposed: Align with Washington State rideshare regulations ($50,000 per person, $100,000 per 
accident, $30,000 property damage).

3. Require annual background checks for all drivers: 

o Criminal background check.

o Driving record review (e.g., no DUI in past 5 years).

4. Adjust licensing fees: 

o Taxi company license: $100 per year.

o Rideshare driver permit: $25 per year.
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4. Strengthening Adult Entertainment Regulations (Sections 5.24.070 – 5.24.090)

Current Issue:

• The minimum distance between performers and patrons is currently 8 feet, which may be insufficient for 
enforcement and safety.

• Record-keeping and security measures could be enhanced.

Proposed Amendments:

1. Require complete compliance with all provisions in Chapter 296-831 WAC, which establishes Washington 
State safety and operational standards for adult entertainment establishments.

2. Increase performer-public distance from 8 feet to 10 feet to align with state and federal best practices.

3. Require live surveillance cameras covering performance areas: 

o Footage must be retained for 30 days.

o Video must be accessible to law enforcement upon request.

4. License renewal must include proof of compliance with updated safety and security measures.

Conclusion

These amendments will modernize Cle Elum’s business regulations, improve efficiency, and ensure public safety. 
We recommend the City Council review and adopt these changes to enhance enforcement and support local 
businesses.

Recommended Next Steps:

• Hold a public hearing to gather feedback from business owners and community stakeholders.

• Revise the final ordinance text based on legal review.

• Schedule a City Council vote for formal adoption.

Thank you for your consideration.
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