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Agenda  

January 29, 2024 
 6:00 PM 
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CLE ELUM, WA 9922 
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CITY COUNCIL 
JOHN GLONDO 

BETH WILLIAMS 
JERRED WEIS 
KEN RATLIFF 

STEVEN COOK 
AUDREY MALEK 

 
CITY ATTORNEY 

ALEXANDRA KENYON  

  
Join Virtually with Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/7573184018?pwd=dERndjBJVC9GdVQ1d2ISRExwZFhXZz09 

Meeting ID: 757 318 4018 Passcode: 98922 
 

Join by Phone: 1-(253)215-8782, Meeting ID: 757 318 4018, Passcode:98922 
 

DISCLAIMER:  The City does not guarantee that virtual or telephonic access to the City Council meeting will be 
available and the City does not warrant audio quality.  Attendees are encouraged to attend in-person. 

 
  
1.  Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, and Roll Call 
 a.  January 29, 2024, Sign In Sheet 
2.  Public Comment - Limited To 5 Minutes 
3.  Approval of Meeting Agenda 
4.  New Business 
 a.  Emergency Sewer Repair - Per RCW 39.04.280(2)(b) Waiving the Competitive Bidding 

Requirement for an Emergency Repair/Replacement of a Sewer Line 
  Written Finding of the Emergency 
  Final Invoice from Ascent 
5.  Closed Session to discuss collective bargaining pursuant to RCW 42.30.140(4)(a) 
6.  Adjournment by Motion 
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CITY OF CLE ELUM 
 

(Written Finding of the Existence of an Emergency Situation) 
 
 

 
AGENDA DATE:  January 29, 2024 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: Approval from City Council Declaring the Existence of an 

Emergency Situation, thus Waiving the Competitive Bid 
Requirement. 

 
 
 
BACKGROUND: There is a short section of sewer line (approximately 70-feet) 

located in the alley between Pennsylvania Avenue and Harris 
Avenue, south of First Street (behind the Keg Cellar). This 
section of sewer line is notorious for blockage and is on the 
public works list to jet every week. On Tuesday, January 23rd 
public works responded to a typical sewer blockage at that 
location and attempted to unplug it with their vac truck. After 
several attempts at the blockage and the exposure of many large 
rocks and pieces of clay pipe, it was determined that the sewer 
line had collapsed. Public works immediately contacted City 
Hall administration and after a short deliberation the mayor 
declared that an emergency situation exists, to hire a contractor 
to perform the repair as soon as possible, and to waive the 
competitive bid requirements. 

 Ascent Excavation was hired, and they completed the repairs by 
Thursday. 

 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval from City Council Declaring the Existence of an 

Emergency Situation, thus Waiving the Competitive Bid 
Requirement. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   RCW 39.04.280 
    Ascent Excavation Contract / Estimate 
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RCW 39.04.280  Competitive bidding requirements—Exemptions. 
This section provides uniform exemptions to competitive bidding 
requirements utilized by municipalities when awarding contracts for 
public works and contracts for purchases. The statutes governing a 
specific type of municipality may also include other exemptions from 
competitive bidding requirements. The purpose of this section is to 
supplement and not to limit the current powers of any municipality to 
provide exemptions from competitive bidding requirements.

(1) Competitive bidding requirements may be waived by the 
governing body of the municipality for:

(a) Purchases that are clearly and legitimately limited to a 
single source of supply;

(b) Purchases involving special facilities or market conditions;
(c) Purchases in the event of an emergency;
(d) Purchases of insurance or bonds; and
(e) Public works in the event of an emergency.
(2)(a) The waiver of competitive bidding requirements under 

subsection (1) of this section may be by resolution or by the terms of 
written policies adopted by the municipality, at the option of the 
governing body of the municipality. If the governing body elects to 
waive competitive bidding requirements by the terms of written 
policies adopted by the municipality, immediately after the award of 
any contract, the contract and the factual basis for the exception 
must be recorded and open to public inspection.

If a resolution is adopted by a governing body to waive 
competitive bidding requirements under (b) of this subsection, the 
resolution must recite the factual basis for the exception. This 
subsection (2)(a) does not apply in the event of an emergency.

(b) If an emergency exists, the person or persons designated by 
the governing body of the municipality to act in the event of an 
emergency may declare an emergency situation exists, waive competitive 
bidding requirements, and award all necessary contracts on behalf of 
the municipality to address the emergency situation. If a contract is 
awarded without competitive bidding due to an emergency, a written 
finding of the existence of an emergency must be made by the governing 
body or its designee and duly entered of record no later than two 
weeks following the award of the contract.

(3) For purposes of this section "emergency" means unforeseen 
circumstances beyond the control of the municipality that either: (a) 
Present a real, immediate threat to the proper performance of 
essential functions; or (b) will likely result in material loss or 
damage to property, bodily injury, or loss of life if immediate action 
is not taken.  [1998 c 278 § 1.]

Certified on 9/1/2023 RCW 39.04.280 Page 1
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