
Page 1 of 2 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
ROBERT OMANS 

 
CITY CLERK 
DEBBIE LEE 

 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 

ROBIN NEWCOMB 
 

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
MATHEW BAILEY 

 
POLICE CHIEF 

RICH ALBO 
 

FIRE CHIEF 
ED MILLS 

 
PLANNER  

Special Meeting 
Agenda  

January 6, 2025 
 6:00 PM 

 
119 W FIRST STREET  
CLE ELUM, WA 98922 

MAYOR 
MATTHEW LUNDH 

 
MAYOR PRO TEM 
STEVEN HARPER 

 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
BETH WILLIAMS 

JERRED WEIS 
KEN RATLIFF 

STEVEN COOK 
AUDREY MALEK 

 
CITY ATTORNEY 

ALEXANDRA KENYON  

  
Join Virtually with Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/7573184018?pwd=dERndjBJVC9GdVQ1d2ISRExwZFhXZz09 

Meeting ID: 757 318 4018 Passcode: 98922 
 

Join by Phone: 1-(253)215-8782, Meeting ID: 757 318 4018, Passcode:98922 

 
Receive city text alert notifications: text CLEELUM to 91896 

DISCLAIMER:  The City does not guarantee that virtual or telephonic access to the City Council meeting will be 
available and the City does not warrant audio quality.  Attendees are encouraged to attend in-person. 

 
  
1.  Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance, and Roll Call 
2.  Public Comments - Limited to 5 minutes 
3.  Unfinished Business 
4.  New Business 
 a.  Appointment of Council Position No. 1 
  Cassidy Buechle-Curtis 
  Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(h) provides that an executive session may be held to 

evaluate a candidate's qualifications for appointment to elective office.  However, any 
interview of such candidate and final action appointing a candidate to elective office shall 
be in a meeting open to the public.     

 b.  Ordinance 1692 - Revising Chapter 13.12.115 of the Cle Elum Municipal Code Related to 
Relief of Utility Bill - Rob Omans  

5.  Adjourn 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 
Coal Mines Trail Commission Meeting: January 6, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Planning Commission Meeting: January 7, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Lodging Tax & Events Committee Meeting: January 13, 2025 @ 8:30 a.m. 
Regular Council Meeting: January 14, 2025 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Public Safety & Health Committee Meeting: January 21, 2025 @ 1:00 p.m. 
Historical Preservation Commission Meeting: January 21, 2025 @ 3:00 p.m. 
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General Government Committee Meeting: January 22, 2025 @ 8:30 a.m. 
Public Works & Community Development Committee Meeting: February 6, 2025 @ 12:00 p.m. 
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Board/Commission Application

Your Personal Information
NAME

Cassidy Buechle-Curtis

EMAIL ADDRESS

cassidyjeanneb@gmail.com

ADDRESS

320 Madison Street
Cle Elum, Washington 98922
United States

PHONE NUMBER

(253) 486-7124

Minimum Requirements Verification
POSITION YOU'RE APPLYING FOR

City Council Position 1
DATE OF BEGINNING OF RESIDENCY WITHIN CITY LIMITS

10/30/2019

REQUIREMENTS VERIFICATION

I am a registered voter within Kittitas County, City of Cle Elum
I have continuiously resided within the Cle Elum city limits since the date above

More About You
WHY ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE CLE ELUM CITY COUNCIL?

I am interested in serving on the Cle Elum City Council because I am committed to our community and supporting a
thriving Cle Elum for our current residents, those who engage with our community, and future generations. I believe
there is an opportunity to connect with our residents, understand needs and hopes for the now and the later, and
ensure voices are heard as decisions big and small are made. I am eager to collaborate with the community, council
members, and others to ensure that there are sustainable, solution-oriented, and forward-facing decisions being made
as we forge forward as a city.

EXPLAIN YOUR CURRENT AND PAST COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND/OR SERVICE ON CITY, NON-PROFIT, OR PUBLIC
BOARDS, COMMITTEES, TASK FORCES, OR COMMISSIONS.

I am a current member of the planning commission and historic preservation commission.

LIST ANY APPLICABLE EDUCATION, OCCUPATION, OR SPECIALIZED EXPERIENCE THAT YOU WOULD BRING TO THE
COUNCIL.

My education is in administrative management and project management, bringing an organized and balanced
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approach to understanding objectives, planning a path forward, and making decisions. I currently work in Human
Resources and previously worked in property management. In both fields, understanding the needs of people in
relation to their environment is a top priority and driver of decision making. In both fields, it is also crucial to
understand limitations and balance the impacted people's needs with reality of any situation.

DO YOU HOLD ANY OTHER ELECTED PUBLIC OFFICE?

No

DO YOU PARTICIPATE IN OR ARE INVOLVED IN ANY CONTRACTS WITH THE CITY OF CLE ELUM OR DO YOU FORSEE ANY
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST WITH YOUR CURRENT EMPLOYMENT OR CIVIC POSITIONS?

No

IF APPOINTED, DO YOU PLAN TO SEEK ELECTION TO THIS POSITION?

Yes

PLEASE ATTACH ANY RESUMES, LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, OR OTHER ITEMS YOU WOULD LIKE INCLUDED WITH
YOUR APPLICATION BELOW:

Letter-to-the-Council.pdf
Cassidy-Buechle-Curtis-Resume.pdf

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

By submitting this application, I certify that the information provided is true to the best of my knowledge.

Pursuant to the Washington Public Disclosure Act, (RCW 42.56), this form constitutes a public record and is subject to public release upon
request. Prior to release, the following information may be redacted pursuant to RCW 42.56.250(3): Residential addresses, residential
telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail addresses, social security numbers, driver’s license
numbers, identicard numbers, and emergency contact information of employees or volunteers of a public agency, and the names, dates of
birth, residential addresses, residential telephone numbers, personal wireless telephone numbers, personal electronic mail addresses, social
security numbers, and emergency contact information of dependents of employees or volunteers of a public agency.

Applicants are considered for appointment without regard to race, color, religion, gender, national origin, sexual orientation, age, genetic
information, marital or veteran status, or the presence of any disability.

✔ I agree to these terms and conditions
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CITY OF CLE ELUM 
City Administration 

 
 

AGENDA STAFF 
REPORT 

 
 

 
AGENDA DATE:  January 6, 2025 
 
ACTION REQUESTED: Approve the mayor to sign Ordnance 1692 revising the 

petition for relief code language. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: After revising the sewer rate structure late last year, we 

have determined that a water leak will impact a customer's 
sewer bill. As a result, we have updated the petition for 
relief language to include 1) sewer bills and 2) increase the 
maximum relief amount from $500 to $1000. This updated 
language was presented at the Public Works and 
Community Development Committee meeting last 
Thursday, where it was unanimously supported by the 
members. 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: Approve Ordnance 1692 revising the petition for relief 

code language. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   Ordnance 1692 
 
 
LEAD STAFF: Rob Omans 
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CITY OF CLE ELUM
WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO. 1692

______________________________________________________________________________

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF CLE ELUM, 
WASHINGTON, REVISING CHAPTER 13.12.115 OF THE 
CLE ELUM MUNICIPAL CODE (“CEMC”) RELATED TO 
THE RELIEF OF A UTILITY BILL FOR A WATER LEAK; 
AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

______________________________________________________________________________

WHEREAS, the City of Cle Elum has recently revised its sewer rate structure to base the 
sewer charge on water consumption; and

WHEREAS, the City Council acknowledges the need to provide financial relief from the 
sewer bill for a water leak now that it is linked to water usage.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLE ELUM, 
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. CEMC 13.12.115 “Petition for and relief from water bill.”  Cle Elum Municipal 
Code Section 13.12.115 is hereby revised to read as follows:

13.12.115 Petition for and relief from utility bill.
In the event any person is aggrieved by the amount of one hundred dollars or more in excess 
of the amount billed for monthly water and sewer service, they may, within fifteen days of the 
postmark on said bill, petition the city council in writing to the utilities clerk for a downward 
adjustment to their bill. Upon receipt of such petition, the utilities clerk shall notify the public 
works director and the public works committee and schedule a meeting to consider the petition 
for downward adjustment. The public works committee may consult with the city staff  
regarding the matter and shall, upon deliberation and oral findings following the meeting 
make a recommendation to the entire city council to grant a downward adjustment only upon 
good cause shown. No downward adjustment will be considered for leaks within the primary 
residential or commercial building; however, adjustment for leaks within crawlspaces may be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. Any bill granted a downward adjustment by the city 
council shall include both water and sewer totals and shall not exceed one thousand dollars in 
relief and shall be presented to the mayor for signature on the face thereof. Notice of the 
reduction shall be provided in writing by the city to the customer. No ratepayer may petition 
the city council more than one time per twelve-month period for such a downward adjustment.
In the event that city-maintained water pipes prevent water service to a customer’s water meter 
due to cold or frozen weather for more than two days (forty-eight hours), the city council may, 
upon the recommendation of the city public works director and the public works committee, 
provide equitable relief to the customer by crediting up to one month’s water fees which 
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- 2 -

include water base rate fee, water reserve fee, and applicable water taxes for every two to 
thirty days of interrupted service, or multiples thereof. In the event any neighbor assists a 
customer with frozen, city-maintained water service by providing water through that 
neighbor’s meter (i.e., through the use of a hose or similar apparatus), that neighbor will be 
allocated double the volume of water in the base rate for the same period of interrupted 
service.

Section 2.  Effective Date.  This Ordinance shall be published in the official newspaper of the 
City and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of publication. 

ADOPTED BY THE CLE ELUM CITY COUNCIL AT A SPECIAL MEETING THEREOF 
ON THE 6TH DAY OF JANUARY 2025.

CITY OF CLE ELUM

______________________________
Matthew Lundh, Mayor

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:

_____________________________
Debbie Lee, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

______________________________
Alexandra L. Kenyon, City Attorney

Date of Publication: 

Effective Date:  
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